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attention to detail which had characterized his father
in the early days of Chamberlain and Nettlefold.
Like his father too he did not mind doing his own
travelling when occasion demanded. There was one
occasion which is invested with a particular signifi-
cance in view of his great undertaking in the dark
days of September 1938.

This was an occasion on which the firm of Hoskins,
of which he was a working director, put in a com-
petitive tender for the installing of steel mattresses
in ships designed for the Australian passenger service.
These ships were being constructed by Messrs.
Harland and Wolff at their famous shipbuilding
yards at Belfast. When the tenders were examined
they were found to be extremely close. One firm,
however, followed up their tender with the personal
visit of their representative. The firm was Messrs.
Hoskins and their representative was Mr. Neville
Chamberlain, who travelled overnight from Birming-
ham to Belfast by way of Liverpool. Mr. Chamber-
lain's idea was that personal contact paid. On this
occasion it was certainly justified, for Messrs.Hoskins
secured the order, and Mr. Chamberlain himself
received the notification in Birmingham. This was
not the last order executed by Messrs. Hoskins for
Messrs. Harland and Wolff, and there are people
working in that firm to-day who well remember Mr.
Chamberlain's visits.

He did not at this time evince any marked interest
in politics. It was inevitable however, with his
father the most dominating personality in the politi-
cal life of the day and his brother also a Member of
the Government, that he should be drawn to some
extent into the political life of Birmingham. Two
years after his return he was appointed joint Honorary
Secretary of the Birmingham and Midland Liberal
Unionist Association and Treasurer of the Imperial
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